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A Capri Lace Maker, by George B. Butler, N. A. 
The Gift of Miss Helen C. Butler, New York 



CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

AN IMPORTANT GIFT 

The Trustees at their last meeting accepted a very important 
proposal from a friend of the Museum who prefers to have his 
name withheld for the present. The importance of the gift is 
evident-from the following letter of transmission: 

Cleveland,June 24, 1915. 
To the Trustees of The Cleveland Museum of Art: 

Gentlemen: I am now prepared to formulate the following offer 
which I have already discussed with the Director: 

I shall be glad to place at the disposal of The Cleveland Museum 
of Art the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars, to be expended by au 
thority of the Trustees for objects of Oriental Art in such special 
fields as may be decided upon in consultation with the Director, 
the objects so purchased to be labeled and known as "The .... 

Collection." 
I further agree to endow the Collection in the sum of One Hun 

dred Thousand Dollars, the income whereof shall be available for 
maintaining or increasing the Collection, at the discretion of the 
Trustees. Provision for this endowment will be made before Jan 
uary 1, I917, and a codicil will be added to my will providing for 
the carrying out of my wishes as expressed in this letter. 

Upon acceptance of these terms, I stand ready to remit my check 
for Twenty-five Thousand Dollars, the balance to be paid as 
called for by purchases. 

This gift is notable not only from its amount, but because of 
the fact that the donor makes no effort to control the forma 
tion of the Oriental collections to be made with his $5o,ooo, 

while the endowment of $Ioo,ooo liberally provides for the 
intelligent development of the Oriental Department year after 
year, along definite lines and under the best expert advice 
available. Such liberal gifts are rare, and the Trustees and the 
staff alike appreciate most fully the unusual opportunity which 
the broad terms of this gift offer for the creation of an impor 
tant department of the art of the Far East. The manner of its 
presentation, and the evident wish of the donor to place the 
responsibility for selecting the objects purchased in the hands 
of the authorities constituted by the Museum Trustees, makes 
this gift an object lesson which is the more valuable, coming as 
it does so early in the history of our collections. May it estab 
lish a precedent to be frequently followed in the near future ! 
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